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WASHINGTON, DC - Attorney General Brian L. Schwalb today issued the following statement in response to U.S. District Judge Leo T. Sorokin's ruling
in U.S. et al. v. American Airlines Group Inc. et al.

“Today's decision is a win for DC residents and millions of consumers nationwide who are already experiencing higher prices and fewer choices due
to JetBlue and American Airlines’ alliance in the over-consolidated airline industry,” said AG Schwalb. “The Office of the Attorney General will
continue to stand up every day for the rights of DC consumers to ensure everyone has access to a fair marketplace that promotes competition,
innovation, and choice.”

Background
+ In September 2021, the District of Columbia joined the U.S. Department of Justice and six other state attorneys general in suing to block an
unprecedented agreement between American Airlines and JetBlue to consolidate their operations by coordinating routes and schedules in the

Northeast U.S.

The civil antitrust complaint (https://oag.dc.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/NEA%20complaint%20filed.pdf), filed in the United States District
Court in Massachusetts against American Airlines Group Inc. and JetBlue Airways Corporation, alleged that this extensive consolidation, which

they call the “Northeast Alliance,” would not only eliminate important competition in these cities, but would also harm air travelers across the
country by significantly diminishing JetBlue’s incentive to aggressively compete with American elsewhere, further consolidating an already highly
concentrated industry.

+ Inaruling issued May 19, 2023, Judge Sorokin permanently enjoined the defendants from pursuing and further implementing the Northeast
Alliance.

+ Today’s ruling will prevent price increases to consumers and reinvigorate competition between two of the biggest players at DMV airports.

Read the judges’ full decision here (https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mad.238255/gov.uscourts.mad.238255.344.0_2.pdf).

OAG's Antitrust Enforcement Actions

OAG has a long record of holding companies accountable for antitrust violations. In May 2021, OAG filed a lawsuit against Amazon alleging that the
company is fixing online retail prices through contract provisions that prevent third-party sellers from offering their products on other platforms. OAG
also joined a coalition of attorneys general in filing a lawsuit against Facebook Inc. in December 2020, alleging that the company has engaged in a
pattern of illegal acquisitions and exclusionary conduct to stifle competition and maintain its overwhelming market dominance. In addition, OAG also
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