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Attorne y Ge ne ra l Miya re s  Cha lle ng e s  Ba se b a ll Ant it ru s t  Exe m p t ion Im p a c t ing  

Virg inia  Minor Le a g ue  Te a m s  

RICHMOND, Va. – Attorne y Ge ne ral Jason Miyare s today joine d  a  b ipartisan coalition 

of 17 sta te  a ttorne ys ge ne ral in an am icus b rie f urg ing  the  Unite d  State s Supre m e  

Court to he ar a  challe nge  to the  m ajor le ague  base ball antitrust e xe m ption, which 

has unfairly im pacte d  doze ns of m inor le ague  te am s nationwide , inc lud ing  Virg inia’s 

Bristol, Danville , Pulaski, and  Blue fie ld  affilia te s .  

A 2020 ag re e m e nt am ong  30  Major Le ague  Base ball (MLB) te am s cut affilia te d  

m inor le ague  te am s from  160 to 120 . In that contrac tion, 38 othe r te am s across 23 

sta te s  lost the  ab ility to com pe te  for Minor Le ague  ta le nt and  all financial support 

the y had  from  the ir Major Le ague  affilia te s . 

In any othe r sport or busine ss, that unfair horizontal ag re e m e nt to re stric t 

com pe tition would  have  be e n p rohib ite d  by sta te  and  fe de ra l antitrust laws, which 

are  de signe d  to p rote c t consum e rs and  p rom ote  com pe tition. But a  ce ntury-old  

se rie s  of U.S. Supre m e  Court de cisions e xe m pts base ball from  all antitrust laws – 

both sta te  and  fe de ra l. 

The  am icus b rie f focuse s on the  m istake  the  Supre m e  Court m ade  by b locking  

e nforce m e nt of s ta te  antitrust laws e ve n though Congre ss ne ve r inte nde d  to 
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pre e m pt those  sta te  laws. The  am icus b rie f a lso highlights  the  powe rful e conom ic  

and  cultural role  that m inor le ague  base ball p lays in towns across the  Unite d  State s. 

“I urge  the  Supre m e  Court to p rote c t m inor le ague  base ball te am s he re  in Virg inia , 

and  throughout the  nation. Base ball is  the  national pastim e , and  the  Court should  

re ve rse  the  antiquate d  d e cision that a llows the  MLB to e lim inate  m inor le ague  

c lubs, punish the ir fans, and  d isappoint com m unitie s  that love  the ir local 

te am s,” sa id  At torne y Ge ne ra l Miya re s .  

Virg inia  Attorne y Ge ne ral Miyare s joine d  the  a ttorne ys ge ne ral of Arizona, Colorado, 

Conne cticut, Distric t of Colum bia, Ind iana, Kansas, Louisiana, Massachuse tts , 

Minne sota , Montana, Ne w Je rse y, Ne w Me xico, Ne w York, Pe nnsylvania , Te nne sse e , 

Ve rm ont, and  We st Virg inia in filing  today’s b rie f.  
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